
When I wake up I … drink coffee.

If I could be anyone for a day, I would be … Lewis Carroll. He worked just down the road from here.
But, only for a day.

The most significant scientific advance of the last 100 years has been … the human genome sequence
through a wonderful amalgamation of biology, chemistry, engineering, computer hardware and
software, and management skills. Plus some adroit politics.

The biggest problem that scientists face is … the tacit assumption that we both create and solve all the
problems of the world.

If I could have dinner with three famous scientists from history, they would be … da Vinci, Franklin,
and Goethe. The conversation wouldn�t be restricted to science!

The three things I would take to a desert island would be … coffee, Finnigans Wake, and Guinness.

I chose chemistry as a career because … for me, it is an apt mix of experiment and theory; I wasn�t
clever enough to be a mathematician.

If I could go back in time and do any experiment, it would be … a surgical procedure such as the first
live kidney transplant (between twins) in 1954 by the Peter Bent Brigham team. Joseph Murray�s
description of the kidney beginning to pass urine is breathtaking.

The part of my job which I enjoy the most is … looking at new data.

My favorite author (science) is … James D. Watson.

My top three films of all time are… Just three! Let�s stick with �40s and �50s Hitchcock: “Vertigo”,
“Rear Window”, and “Rope”.

The biggest challenge facing chemists is … making sense of the post-genome information deluge,
notably the chemistry and biology of complex systems (metabolism, signal transduction, gene
expression, etc.).
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